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Glossary (Earthquakes) 

- Earthquake: An earthquake is the 

shaking of the earth’s surface 

caused by movement below ground.  

- Aftershock: A smaller earthquake 

that happens after, and because of, 

a larger earthquake.  

- Epicentre: The centre point of 

origin of the earthquake.  

- Fault line: A crack in the earth’s 

surface where the risk of 

earthquakes can be higher.  

- Mainshock: The main and biggest 

earthquake.  

- Magnitude: The number given to 

show the size of the earthquake.  

- Mercalli scale: Scale use to 

measure effects of earthquakes. 

- Richter scale: Developed by 

Richter in 1935, the scale from 0-10 

is used to measure the strength of 

an earthquake.  

- Ring of Fire: The circle of 

volcanoes and earthquake sites in 

the Pacific Ocean.  

- Seismograph: Used to measure 

earthquakes.  

- Seismologist: Someone who 

studies earthquakes.  

- Tectonic plates: Sections of the 

earth’s crust which are like huge 

jigsaw pieces.  

- Tsunami: A giant wave caused by 

an earthquake under the ocean or 

an eruption of an underwater 

volcano.  

 

Useful Links 

 

BBC Bitesize (Earthquakes):  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zj89t39  

BBC Bitesize (Volcanoes): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc  

Royal Geographical Society (Mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes) 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/subject-knowledge-animation-mountains,-volcanoes/  

School learning zone: https://school-

learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/volcanoes_and_earthquakes/volcanoes_and_earthquakes.html  

 

Glossary (Volcanoes) 

- Volcano: A cone-shaped mountain topped 

with a hole where, when active, molten rock 

escapes to the earth’s surface from 

underneath the earth’s crust.  

- Active volcano: A volcano that is erupting or 

likely to erupt.  

- Ash: The bits of rock dust that are thrown into 

the air during volcanic activity.  

- Ashfall: When the ask from the ash clouds 

fall to earth.  

- Crater: The big hollow areas inside the 

volcano.  

- Dormant volcano: Seen as a ‘sleeping 

volcano’, it is a volcano that has not erupted 

for a while but technically could in the future.  

- Eruption: When magma from beneath the 

earth’s crust forces its way out, exploding out 

of a volcano in the form of lava.  

- Etna: The most active volcano in Europe, 

found in Sicily.  

- Extinct volcano: A volcano that has not 

erupted for a long time and is unlikely to erupt 

at all in the future.  

- Igneous rock: The cooled, and therefore 

solid, rick that came out of the volcano as 

lava.  

- Lava: Magma that has reached the surface 

and come out the volcano.  

- Magma: The extremely hot, molten rock layer 

that lies beneath the earth’s crust.  

- Vent: The opening of a volcano.  

- Volcanologist: Someone who studies 

volcanoes.  

- Vulcan: The Roman god of fire who 

volcanoes are names after.  

-  

Year 5/6 

Spring 1: Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

What causes Earthquakes 

and Volcanoes? 

The world split up into 

the tectonic plates. 

Diagram of the 

inside of the earth. 

Diagram of the 

inside of a volcano. 

The tectonic plates are constantly 

moving. When the plate boundaries 

move past, into or away 

earthquakes occur. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zj89t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/subject-knowledge-animation-mountains,-volcanoes/
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/volcanoes_and_earthquakes/volcanoes_and_earthquakes.html
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/volcanoes_and_earthquakes/volcanoes_and_earthquakes.html


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Writing 

Instructions 

Writing a set of instructions on 

how to make a volcano.  

 

Dilemma story   

Writing a dilemma story around 

an earthquake or volcanic event.  

 

Science 

Spring 1: Animals, including humans 

• I can name the major organs in the human body.  

• I can locate the major human organs.  

• I can explain how different parts of the human body work and are 

dependent on one another.  

• I can identify and name the pats of the human circulatory system, 

and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.  

• I can describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported 

within animals, including humans.  

• I can recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on 

the way bodies function.   

Reading 

The Island at the End of 

Everything.  

Author: Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Maths 

• Fractions, decimals and 

percentages.  

• Shape and geometry 

• Measure 

RE 

Judaism 

Exploring: 

• Jewish beliefs.  

• Historical impact in Jewish 

beliefs/culture.  

• Importance of reading Torah 

aloud.  

• The importance of loving one’s 

neighbour – Gemuillut, 

Chasadim, Tzedakah. 

Art 

Collage.  

• Creating volcano collages.  

 

 

Geography 

• Human features of different places around the world.  

• Land usage 

• Exploring physical features 

• Describing and comparing how places are different and similar 

to one another.  

 

Computing 

Algorithms and Programs 

• Creating sequences, instructions 

and procedures.  

• Debugging 

• Detecting errors.  

 

French 

Taught through oral and written 

application.  

• Reinforcing learnt vocabulary and 

learning new vocabulary.  

 

 

Music 

Performing 

• Improvisation 

• Harmony 

• Rhythm 

• Melody and rhythmic phrases.  

 

 

Oak & Elder Spring 1 

DT 

Creating volcanoes 

• Exploring and evaluating 

materials for a purpose.  

• Ensuring that work is 

precise and accurate.  

 


